Though Sir Clifford had reached an advanced age before his sudden death, this little book shows no sign of senility on the part of its author; throughout its pages there is a freshness of outlook combined with mature experience and it is evident that Sir Clifford continued to be a student till his last days. Many of his views on art^iosclerosis have become part and parcel of our common knowledge and practice, but advances have been made in recent years by other workers and by the author himself so that this volume forms a necessary supplement to his great work on diseases of the arteries which was published in 1915.
Not the least valuable feature of the book is its small size, it forms an enlarged edition of a post-graduate lecture, and so the busy practitioner will find it possible to acquire the most recent views of the master in a very short time. The distinction between hyperpiesia and the hyperpiesis which is secondary to renal disease is clearly brought out, and though much remains obscure as to the causation of high blood pressure the practitioner who reads this little book will not fail to obtain clearer and more helpful views on the condition.
The line of treatment which is recommended is confessed to be purely symptomatic, it cannot be otherwise as the essential causes of high blood pressure remain uncertain. None the less the medical man will obtain great help from the chapter on treatment, which includes an account of the valuable aid which may be obtained from diathermy. It is characteristic of the energy and optimism of the author that he contemplated" publishing full case reports on a later opportunity which unfortunately was not granted to him.
